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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 21
through October 27, 2001, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon the people
of the United States to commemorate this
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:37 a.m., October 29, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 23, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
October 30.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Transfer of
Funds in Response to Terrorist
Attacks of September 11
October 22, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I have authorized
transfers from the Emergency Response
Fund totaling $1.7 billion for emergency re-
covery and response and national security ac-
tivities listed in the enclosed letter from the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget. As provided in Public Law 107–38,
$1.6 billion of these funds will be made avail-
able to agencies 15 days from the date of
this transmittal and $71.4 million will be
made available to the Department of De-
fense immediately.

These funds are in addition to the $7.2
billion that I previously authorized for trans-
fer and will allow our Government to con-
tinue to address the consequences—both at
home and abroad—arising from the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001.

On October 17th, I asked the Congress
to provide $20 billion in emergency funding
for both defense and domestic needs related
to the September attacks. I urge the Con-
gress to enact these crucial resources without
delay. The details of these actions are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 23. The Office
of the Press Secretary also made available the text
of Office of Management and Budget Director
Mitch Daniels’ letter. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
October 23, 2001

The President. It’s been my honor to brief
key Members of the Senate and the House
on our trip to the Far East. It was a very
successful trip, in that we were able to have
an honest dialog about the need to fight ter-
ror.

And the 21 nations—20 other nations rep-
resented there agreed with our country, and
they appreciate our determination to fight
and win the war against terror. They under-
stand that an attack on America could have
been an attack on them. And the cooperation
was very strong and very evident, and I am
most grateful.

And I am most grateful for the opportunity
to share with the Members of the House and
the Senate this essential—and I want to, first,
thank Chairman Biden and Chairman Hyde
and the other Members here for standing sol-
idly with the administration to formulate and
conduct a foreign policy that’s in the best
interest of our country.

It is oftentimes said that when it comes
to foreign policy, partisanship stops, and
that’s exactly what has happened here at this
table. I’ve had a lot of discussions with both
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